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] Aformer gold mining boom town that once produced gold by the tonne, Thames has proudly maintained N
HE R MAN DEL S LD HERI TA E its heritage buildings and has an operational gold stamper battery and original tunnels which now exist Goﬂn
only to preserve a fascinating insight to the past. Thames had a small beginning with the first offical strike ~ FOR YOUR

of gold in June 1867. The 'big bonanza’ was between 1869 and 1871. In 1871 the top producing Caledonian @
Mine turned out 361,581 ounces - more than 10 tonnes - with a total value of about $1,950,000. -
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Hauraki Rail Trail
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From its shanty town beginnings in the 1880s, Waihi has played a major role in mining in New Zealand,

with activity spanning three centuries, and continuing today. With the invention of the cyanide process,
making mining profitable, the town boomed. [t was a tough life for miners, and the strikes in 1912 were a 0
major political event.
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For centuries Maori travelled the Waihou River to reach Ohinemuri, and Furopeans were quick to

develop this waterway with the opening of the Ohinemuri goldfield in 1875. By the 1880s small paddle FOR YOUR
steamers were running up the river as far as Paeroa, as gold attracted people, shipping and investment. @
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